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BY JESSICA IAVAZZI 


For 
Those 
Who Love 


irst off, I want to welcome everyone back to the Beach from winter 
break. I hope everyone had a great holiday season and has dusted 
off their notebooks and pencils for another semester. For all of you 
who are having a tough time getting back into the school swing, 
DIG has put together a great February issue to take your mind off 
things and just remember that spring break is only about 2 months away. 

In this issue, DIG focused on two popular nationwide tours that are coming 
through Southern California. We have prominent rockers, Thursday, on our cov- 
er. These guys will be headlining the Taste of Chaos tour that kicks off on Feb. 
14 in Los Angeles for all you rock fans. We also looked at the Take Action! Tour 
that is in its eighth year and is put on to raise money for youth involvement in 
charitable action, and I got to interview sisters and musical duo Meg & Dia, one 
of this year’s band participants. Go support a great cause and hear some great 
music when this tour comes through our area in the beginning of March. DIG 
also talked to the Dirtbags’ baseball coach about their upcoming season and 
gives you some unique Valentine’s Day ideas for every type of couple in our 
Scene section. 

There is no denying that February is the month of love. Even though there 
is only one day dedicated to it in the middle of the month, we are always aware 
of it coming up. So whether youre ina relationship or not, show some love this 
month to everyone you care about — your boyfriend or girlfriend, Mom, Dad, 
friends or even just your dog. As author Henry Van Dyke once said, “Time is too 
slow for those who wait, too swift for those who fear, too long for those who 
grieve, too short for those who rejoice, but for those who love, time is eternity.” 
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Opinion 


One student speaks out on the DIG gives you Valentine’s Day 
new texting and driving law. ideas for every type of couple. 
Cover Story 16 — Calendar 

Rock/screamo legends Thursday Your guide to concerts, on campus 
talk about their new release. events and local happenings. 


In-Depth 
The Take Action! Tour raises funds 
for youth involvement in charity. 


Music 
Pop-rock duo Meg & Dia talk 
about the Take Action! Tour. 


Sports 
Coach Weathers looks ahead at 
the 2009 Dirtbags roster. 
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Opinion 


A TICKET FOR 


hen the countdown hit zero on Dec. 
31, a new year was upon us. But 
while many of us were celebrating 
the arrival of 2009, the governor of 
California was rejoicing over the 
state's new legislation that put a ban 
on text messaging while operating a motor vehicle. As of Jan. 1, 
2009, drivers now receive a fine of $20 for their first offense and 
$50 for subsequent offenses if they are caught writing, reading 
or sending a text message while they are behind the wheel of a 
vehicle. 

I, for one, think this law could go either way. Sure it has some 
positive effects like creating a safer driving environment by forc- 
ing people to keep their eyes on the road and will most likely save 
a lot of lives. But I also think the general public living in California 
will have more complaints than praises about this new law, and 
it's definitely going to upset a fair amount of people who can’t help 
but respond to text messages that they feel are important. 

Another possible problem is that since legislation passed ban- 


ning the use of hands-on cell phone devices, some people may not 
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By Mike Rincon 


have a Bluetooth or any access to hands-free cell phone devices so 
this could lead to text messaging being a momentary viable option. 

Also, with these recent laws coming into effect there is the 
chance for authorities to make the simple mistake and accuse 
a driver of text messaging when they could be using an iPod or 
one of the other many mp3 players instead. I think it’s very easy 
to make the mistake because a cop sees a driver holding what 
he thinks is a phone, it could very well be impossible to tell the 
difference between a cell phone and an mp3 player. Because of 
theoretical situations like these I see a lot of wrongfully accused 
drivers receiving tickets for an offense that’s the result of a visual 
misjudgment by the authorities. 

Overall, I think that this new text message law can have many 
beneficial effects but personally I don't like the fact that I can’t text 
message in the car when I want without having to look over my 
shoulders and in my rear view mirrors. 1 know I’m not the only one 
who thinks this and I’m sure I'm not the only person who can text 
while being behind the wheel and not have it affect their driving. 
After all, I've never been in an accident before. So here’s to knocking 


on wood. 


- FROM THE TO THE 
:, THESE POST-HARDCORE PERFECTIONISTS 
_ CAN TRULY BE DEFINED AS: 


# 


By Dale Johnson 
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New Brunswick, N.J.—based in 
novators Thursday, its first big 
break came in the form of post- 


hardcore perfection “Full Collapse,” released in 2001. 
It would have been easy for Thursday to build upon 
its success by rehashing “Collapse” into subsequent 
watered down versions for subsequent larger labels 
— but the band chose a different direction. 

“As a band you don’t want to write the same record 
twice,” drummer Tucker Rule said. “You want to go in 
new directions, to keep progressing and to try differ 
ent things. And the thing that is hard is that people 
don’t always like that. People always hold onto the 
first record. We have been around for 10 years, and 
everyone wants to hear ‘Full Collapse’ over again.” 

The direction that Thursday has taken has been 
nothing short of groundbreaking. The band pioneered a 
post-hardcore sound in the early 2000s that continues 
to be emulated by other bands in the scene, but never 
with the crisp precision that Thursday is able to convey. 

Now with “Common Existence,” its fifth studio al 
bum, preparing to be released, the sextet have chan 
neled the soundscape of its previous work into a 
frantic, yet calculated form of crashing guitars, poetic 
lyrics and pounding drums that only a band as tal 
ented as Thursday can pull off. 


Thursday got its start in the underground punk rock hotbed New 
Jersey suburb of New Brunswick by Rule and guitarist Tom Keeley 
during their senior year of high school in 1997. The following year, 
Keeley met vocalist Geoff Rickly and bassist Tim Payne while at- 
tending Rutgers University. A second guitarist was added to the 
mix, but left the band after Thursday’s debut “Waiting” was re- 
leased. Current guitarist Steve Pedulla joined and the lineup was 
complete. 

Rickly coined the name Thursday for the band to avoid being 
labeled as belonging to any particular genre. 
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“There were a lot of bands at the time that had these longer 
names, and bands that really put themselves in a genre,” said Rule. 
Like obviously Slayer is a metal band or Bright Eyes that sounds 


_ like an ‘emo’ band, so we didn’t want to be pigeonholed like that.” 


Thursday's unique sound was created due in large part to its 


| members’ eclectic tastes in music. Rule cited bands such as Quick- 


and, Sunny Day Real Estate, Ink and Dagger, Hot Water Music 
nd various bands from the Chicago, Ill. indie record label Touch 
nd Go Records as early influences. 

Quickly after its formation, Thursday got to work on its debut 
Ibum, “Waiting,” which was released through Eyeball Records 
n 1999. The record created a buzz around the band, which led to 
hursday’s eventual signing to Victory Records and the band’s 
ighly touted 2001 release “Full Collapse.” Widespread touring 
ollowed “Collapse,” but after tension mounted between the band 
nd Victory, Thursday split with the label heading for major label 
sland Records. 

While at Island, Thursday released two more records, the high- 


| ly successful follow-up to “Collapse,” 2003’s aggressive “War All 
| The Time;” and the experimental “A City By The Light Divided,” 
| released in 2006. Both records showed an extreme growth in 
Thursday, showcasing a polished sound that expressed a will to 
| progress as musicians. 


“Right towards the end of recording ‘War All The Time’ was 
when our keyboard player, Andrew Everding, joined the band,” 


_ Rule said. “We wanted a lot of electronic influence in ‘A City By The 
_ light Divided’ But I think we did that so much that we got all of 


that experimenting out of the way. On our newest record we were 


_ thinking that we wanted to balance our different sounds, and we 


hought maybe we could balance ‘Full Collapse’ with ‘A City By The 


_ Light Divided’ and get everything that culminates from ‘Waiting’ 
- on.” 


But before hitting the studio to begin work on another full 


_ length, Thursday teamed up with Japanese screamo band Envy to 
_ telease a split record. 


“We got a good response from the songs we put out on the 


_ Envy split,” Rule said. “We had some momentum to go in and 
write these new songs for the upcoming full length. It felt really 
_ good to get back in the studio and that whole process definitely 
_ helped us writing ‘Common Existence.” 


With this newfound momentum, Thursday began the lengthy and 
stressful writing process that would eventually spawn “Existence.” 

“We took about a year to write the record, which is along time,” 
Rule said. “We didn’t have a label while we were writing the record 
so we had that on our shoulders. It was definitely a trying process 
at times. Just being off the road for as long as we were, we were 
almost off the road for a year and a half, and you don’t make any 
money when you aren't on the road so we were kind of stretching 
ourselves monetarily to write this record. It was definitely very 
stressful, but at the same time very rewarding.” 

Thursday entered Tarbox Road Studios in New York with 17 
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WE TRY AND REMAIN THE SAME | 


AND MAKE 
B WE AREN'T 


STAND UP FOR ITSELF. 


WE AREN’T WRITING 


R A CERTAIN CROWD OF MUS 


to 18 rough tracks and producer Dave Fridmann (“A City By The 
Light Divided”) at the helm once again. Upon entering the studio, 
Thursday felt a bit unsure of its current material and the direc- 
tion it would take, but through careful evolution and meticulous 
dedication to detail, Thursday created “Common Existence” - an 
album named by Rickly because of its lyrical content focusing on 
the everyday situations that everyone across the world faces, and 
in some ways is a response to the hyper- 

critical “War All The Time.” 

“This record is kind of like the aftermath 
of ‘War All The Time,” Rule said. “Maybe 
we are just trying to pick up the pieces of 
the constant struggle and kind of just go- 
ing our own way. The record is about a lot 
of human things that everyone is going 
through. The trials and tribulations of ev- 
eryday life.” 

“Existence” kicks off with the first single 
“Resuscitation Of A Dead Man,” in which a 
jumpy distorted guitar line strings Rickly’s 
vocals along as the singer switches gears 
between screams and soaring vocals with 
ease. A heavy breakdown and quickly spun 
guitar solo highlight the song, and keyboardist Everdine makes his 
presence felt with careful accents throughout the song. 

Other early highlights include the powerfully built heavy an- 
them “Last Call,” the use of acoustic guitar gives a chilling effect to 
“Time’s Arrow” and the emotional “Friends In The Armed Forces” 
is a song that will lyrically hit home with many people. 

Thursday has always been known for its strong lyrics, and Rick- 
ly raises the bar even higher on “Existence,” crafting unique and 
imaginative stories within each track. Keeley and Pedulla compli- 
ment each other brilliantly on guitar, and the rhythm section of 
Rule and Payne give a heavy backdrop that the band follows. All 
of this leads to an exceptional album, in which each track compli- 
ments the other in a true combination of all of the sounds that 
Thursday has perfected over the years. 

This melting pot of Thursday soundscapes can be seen most 
clearly on “Circuits of Fever.” An intro of pulsating electronic feed- 
back is backed by a simple beat by Rule until Keeley and Pedulla 
join the party on guitar. But instead of pushing the tempo, the 
guitarists follow Rickly’s vocal lead and ease in to the song using 
distortion, but still allowing the song to retain a chillingly calm 
atmosphere. Rickly shines on “Circuits,” franticly shifting between 


* COMMON EXISTENCE 


spoken word, and screamed and sung vocals. 

The album concludes in similar fashion with “You Were The 
Cancer” being one of the most epic album closers put on wax in a 
long time. 

Overall, it is this unpredictability, this frantic pace matched 
by superb musicianship and intelligent song writing that makes 
Thursday's Epitaph Records debut “Common Existence” so 

strong. 

‘Tm really, really happy with the re- 
cord, and I think all of us are really happy 
with it,” Rule said. “Scenes always change, 
especially the music industry. What's in 
tomorrow won't be in next week. But with 
Thursday, we try and remain the same 
and make the music stand up for itself. We 
aren't elitists, we aren't writing for a certain 
crowd of music.” 


TASTING THE CHAOS 


Z | In support of the album, Thursday will be 
headlining the nationwide Rockstar Taste 
of Chaos tour with Bring Me The Horizon, 
Four Year Strong and Pierce The Veil, which 
hits the Hollywood Palladium Feb. 14. 

“We are all really excited for Taste of Chaos,” Rule said. “I am ex- 
cited to see all of the bands. I have never seen any of these bands 
play, but I love watching live music. I just like watching people 
connect on stage.” 


THE FUTURE 


After the lengthy Taste of Chaos tour, Thursday plans to continue 
touring in support of “Common Existence,” though the band has 
not cemented any future dates as of yet. 

Wherever the road brings Thursday, one can be sure that the 
band will continue to perform with the intensity and fire that has 
made them one of the most important bands in the scene today 
and one that shares a bond that most will never reach. 

“T think that the lineup we have now, if one person were to 
leave, it would send the whole building crashing down,” Rule said. 
“As much as we are together and as much as we might argue and 
bicker, we still have a connection that I'll probably never have 
with anybody else.” 

It is this commitment to each other and to its music that makes 
Thursday a truly uncommon existence. 
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Rocking Out and Making Change 
HOW THE TAKE ACTION! TOUR IS HELPING THE WORLD ONE 
SOLD OUT SHOW AT A TIME By Jessica lavazzi 


You buy a ticket to a concert because your favorite band is 
headlining it andit’s benefiting a good cause. You buy aT-Shirt 
at the merch booth because it says it’s helping some charity. 
But do you really know that your money is going towards the 
named organization? Well if that ticket you're purchasing is 
for the Hopeless/Sub City Take Action! Tour, you do. 
Hopeless Records, an independent alternative record label, 


created a 501c3 nonprofit organization named Sub 
City in 1999 to support charitable albums, 
tours and events. The nonprofit raised 


money through music for many other 

nonprofit organizations. In 2001, they 
| began their annual nationwide charity 
tour to raises funds and awareness for 
youth involvement in charitable action 
called the Take Action! Tour. 

“Take Action, along with the nonprofit 
organization Sub City [501c3] both came 
out of a desire to reach young people with 
a positive message,” Ian Harrison, director 
of Marketing at Hopeless/Sub City Records, 
said. “Through Hopeless Records we reach a lot 
of fans and have an opportunity to show them 
that making the world a better place is a possibil 
ity within reach of all of us. We realized we could give 
back by trying to build philanthropy into everything we 
do. Our hope is that in addition to raising funds and awareness 
for good causes we can inspire others to do the same in their personal 
lives and within their organizations, no matter how large or small.” 

The goal of Take Action!, other than bringing good music to the fans 
while promoting charity, is to inspire young people to find something they 
are passionate about and for the second year they are partnering with the 
nonprofit organization Do Something to do this. Instead of telling young 
people what to do or how to help be charitable, Do Something's catch phrase 
is “What’s your something?” It gives kids the opportunity to discover their 
own passions and ways they want to get involved in their communities 
while giving them the money and resources to do it. 

“The best way we believe is to help young people find something they 
are personally passionate about,” Harrison said. “Once young people find a 
cause they identify a real difference can be made.” 

“Find something you care about — whether it be music or fashion or the 
environment or Facebook — and somehow turn that interest into a project 
that makes a difference in your community,” Aria Finger, Chief Marketing 
Officer of Do Something, said. 

Each week Do Something gives $500 grants to young people with an 
idea on how to make a difference in everything from education to poverty, 
animal welfare and more. According to the Take Action! web site, Do Some 
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thing reached over 10 million people, ages 25 and under, last year alone. 
“The 2009 tour will be our second with DoSomething.org and we could 
not be happier with their ability to reach young people and let us work with 
lots of causes and organizations, while still keeping a clear and easy to un 
derstand message,” Harrison said. 
“At Do Something, we go where teens are — online, on their cell phones, 
at school, etc, so the opportunity to partner with a concert tour 
makes perfect sense,” Finger explained. “We hope to draw 
these teens in and give them easy and fun ways to 
take action. Secondly, we are always excited to 
give out our annual take action grants, $500 
grants that directly support projects that 
young people have started and are leading 
to make change.” 
Since the conception of the tour 
eight years ago, Take Action! has con 
tinuously had an impressive line-up of 
artist participants. Past line-ups have 
includedJimmy Eat World, Avenged Sev 
enfold, Sugarcult, Hawthorne Heights, 
Gym Class Heroes, Matchbook Romance, 
Silverstein, Paramore, The Red Jumpsuit 
Apparatus, Every Time I Die and many more 
prominent artists of the past and present rock 
scene. Adding to this notable list are headliners 
Cute Is What We Aim For with support from Meg & 
Dia, Breathe Carolina, Every Avenue and Anarbor. 
“We are always talking with artists, managers, and labels about 


getting involved in some way with Take Action,” Harrison explained about 
the selection process of musical participants. “We are mainly looking for 
bands that are interested in the mission of the tour and making a positive 
impact. We are very pleased with this year’s line-up. Cute Is What We Aim 
For, Breathe Carolina, Meg & Dia, Every Avenue and Anarbor are all great 
bands with lots of fans, but above that they are good people who care about 
making a difference.” 

Purchase a ticket to this year’s Take Action! Tour in confidence know 
ing that 10 percent of the price is going directly to a good cause that gives 
back to young people like yourself and then to the community around 
you. Even if you just by a concert ticket to this spring tour to hear the 
music, know that you are still positively contributing to your community 
and maybe you'll find the inspiration through the artists to get involved 
in other ways. 

“We know that charity is not on the top of every young persons mind 
and it’s not always seen as the coolest thing to do,” Harrison said. “But when 
they can see that their favorite artists are involved in making the world a 
better place it really helps create a culture in which helping others becomes 
a priority.” 
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By Jessica lavazzi 


THE LINE-UP FOR THE 2009 TAKE ACTION! 
Tour includes a variety of artists that are on 
the brink of mainstream appeal. Although 
the headliners, Cute is What We Aim For, 


are the ones who have received the most 


recognition and radio play in the past, they 
should watch their backs as their support- 
ing act, Meg & Dia, is on the rise to the top 
this year. DIG caught up with Dia Framp- 
ton while on the road to Las Vegas, Nev. to 
begin its tour with Secondhand Serenade. 
What started as a self-titled sisterly duo, 
Meg & Dia is now a five-member act with 
vocalists Meg and Dia Frampton, drummer 
Nick Price, guitarist Carlo Gimenez and 
bassist Jonathan Snyder. The talented sib- 
lings began playing original songs togeth- 
er when they were just children, and after 
adding the three boys to the line-up, they 
broke out strong onto the indie/alternative 


rock scene with their unique female vocals 


THIS SPRING 

MEG & DIA WILL 
RELEASE THEIR 
SECOND ALBUM 
“HERE, HERE, AND 
HERE.” 


and theatrical lyrics. 

Meg & Dia put out their debut label 
release “Something Real” in 2006 with 
Doghouse Records and now three years 
later are anxiously awaiting its sophomore 
album, “Here, Here and Here,” which will 
be released this spring on Warner Broth- 
ers Records. Dia Frampton says the most 
notable difference in this second album is 
that they are “growing up, changing, devel- 
oping,” and the lyrics are more about their 
personal lives rather than books and litera- 


ture like in their first album. 


“On the first record, Meg wrote 80 per- 
cent,” Frampton said. “On this one, she 


wrote 60 percent.” 
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Frampton explained how the process this time was more col- 
laborative and she contributed much more lyrically. New songs 
like “Going Away” and “Inside My Head,” Frampton says are like 
diary entries and “that’s how you get close to an artist.” The dark 
track “Black Wedding,” which fans have probably heard if they 
have seen the band on tour in the past year, is slated to be their 
first single. 

After wrapping up their tour with Secondhand Serenade on 
Feb. 8, Meg & Dia will immediately start the Take Action! Tour on 
Feb. 11 when it kicks off in Sauget, Ill., and the band is excited to be 
a part of the charitable cause. 

“They [Take Action] kind of came to us and invited us to be a 
part of it, and it’s for a good cause,” Frampton said about the tour. 
“That's awesome to have that at the back of my mind that it’s go- 
ing to help other people.” 

Frampton also explains why she personally is looking forward 
to participating in the tour. “I've been really into charity lately, 
which is kind of like a really weird thing to say because I’m not a 
very charitable person. I’m kind of selfish and think about myself 


first, but lately I've been trying to get in the mode of giving back.” WWW ta ke a cti ontou r c om 
a a 


Contrary to what she says though, Meg & Dia has participated 


in several charity tours and events in the past, like a To Write Love WWW SU b city net 
a a 


On Her Arms tour, and Frampton says they are “just trying to give 
back to everybody that’s been giving to us.” WWW dosometh i n or 
Lt a 
“I think being aware of what’s going on is the first thing that g g 
has to happen with charity,” Frampton said. “When you don’t do 
anything about it ... being blind to it is just as bad.” 
Frampton also says that with Take Action! teaming up with 


Do Something, it’s about the kids actually being able to personally ol me 6428 East Stearns ot. 3 


Bi = 
help the community in a hands-on way. “It’s not buying a T-Shirt Long Beach, Ca 90815 


and hoping that proceeds go [to charity]. It’s actually doing some- 
tine’ WALK- INS WELCOME 
3rd Generation Barbers 


; Haircuts $10 
fornia at the House of Blues on March 13 in Hollywood and March Straight Razor Shave $24 


The 2009 Take Action! Tour will come through Southern Cali- 


16 in Anaheim. You can also catch Meg & Dia on this summer's *all haircuts include straight 


razor clean up and hot towel* 
entire Vans Warped Tour. 
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ike Weath- 
ers has been. 
dealt some 
blows in his 
eight years as 
head coach at 
Long Beach State. Last season, Weath- 
ers lost his pitching coach Troy Buckley, 
one of the top in the nation, just a few 
months before the season. Losing key 
players such as Jered Weaver, Troy 
Tulowitzki and Evan Longoria to the draft 
is expected, but a core group of starters 
has always remained, year after year. 
This past year, however, the Dirtbags 
sent a record 11 players to professional 
baseball. The group included some 
big defense, some big bats and some 
even bigger arms. Left in their place 
is a group whose experience is little 
more than spot-starting at the Division 
I level. Just two all-conference players 
return — TJ Mittelstaedt and Jonathan 
Jones — who both garnered honorable 
mention nods their freshmen seasons. 
“It’s going to be the most unusual. 
team I've had in my eight years,” : 
Weathers said. “We won't have any 
top-five draft picks like we've'ia 


~even top-ten.” »> 


Sports 


_ il 


ypically in past rebuilding years, Weathers has 
filled in the gaps with other DI transfers. With two 
years of DI play already under their belts, transfers 
delivered instantaneous results in the areas the 
team was most in need. 

But under the NCAAs new college baseball 
rules, those transfers must take a redshirt year before becoming 
eligible, as they do in basketball and football. 

“We knew we weren't going to have those gifts coming to us 


this year,” Weathers said. 

The new rule, one of several that have been implemented this 
season, others were implemented last season, has resulted in an 
increased reliance on returning players. 

“The question is going to be can the returning guys actually 
step up and do well?” Weathers said. “They've really been in roles 
or they've been part-timers.” 

Although the pressure has increased, these role players have 
also seen their roles on the team grow more prominent, as they 


JAKE v 
THOMPSON 
/PITCHER 
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now likely have starting positions locked down. 

Juniors Steve Tinoco and Mittelstaedt have platooned left field 
the past two seasons. Tinoco will now move over to first base and 
split time with junior Taylor Krick, while Mittelstaedt will likely 
play right field. 

“I grew up playing first base so I’m pretty comfortable being 
over there,” Tinoco said. “I think it’s more fun because you're more 
in the game.” 

Sophomore Devin Lohman will move over from second to 
shortstop while senior Rylan Sandoval, who played all over the 
diamond last season, will stick to third base, his natural position. 

Joining Mittelstaedt in the outfield will be redshirt sophomore 
Jordan Casas in left. Jones, last year's breakout freshman who took 
over the center field job early last season for an injured Chris Nel- 
son, will have competition this season with Southwestern Junior 
College transfer Tre Dennis. 

“He's probably the most impressive junior college guy coming 
in,” Weathers said. 

Behind the plate, senior Kip Masuda will finally get his time to 
shine, although he will platoon with sophomore John Hill. In his 
past three seasons at LBSU, Masuda has struggled on and off the 
field, dealing with the death of his father and having his starting 
spot taken two years in a row by Travis Howell. 

“Kip’s always been kind of the ‘poor me’ guy. I don’t think he’s 
the ‘poor me’ guy anymore,” Weathers said. “He is way better than 
he’s ever been in three years. I think he’s been playing in the shad- 
ows of people like Travis, and I think he’s accepted that unfortu- 
nately. But now that he thinks that it’s his year, I've seen a real 
difference in Kip.” 

Weathers added, “I have no problem turning the pitching staff 
over to Kip Masuda.” 

The one non-returner to get a start will be Derek Legg, a fresh- 
man out of Murrieta. Legg had an impressive fall, making a seam- 
less transition from shortstop to second base. Weathers, who was 
himself a second baseman during his own playing career, was im- 
pressed by Legg’s knowledge of the game which is attributed to 
his father and high school coach, Dave Legg. 

“Derek is probably one of the smartest young players I've ever 
been around,” Weathers said. “He's as good of a second baseman 
as we've had here.” 

At the plate, this lineup is far from where it has been the past two 
seasons. The power strokes of Shane Peterson, Danny Espinosa and 
Jason Corder are now gone. The top hitter to return is Jones, who 
finished last season hitting .343 but had only 10 extra-base hits. 

Jones characterizes a new lineup that looks more like an over- 
sized group of leadoff hitters, most with bigger on-base numbers 


er: 


do 
LB 
cli 


loc 


Til 


than slugging numbers and more walks than extra-base hits. 

However, what this group does have is speed. This may be the 
fastest team Weathers has ever coached, making this team perfect 
to play quintessential Dirtbag Baseball. 

“We're going to have to play and be able to play for the first 
time, more of Dirtbag Baseball,” Weathers said. “Kind of like the 
Angels, Mike Scioscia baseball.” 

“We're just going to move the ball around, execute bunt plays 
and steal some bases,” Tinoco said. “It’s more of baseball around 
the diamond now because we bunt, hit, play catch and then steal 
bases. We're going to cause some havoc on the field.” 

Aside from power, pitching is the other big question mark. 
Sophomore Jake Thompson is the only weekend starter to return, 
although senior Manny McElroy, back this season after taking a 
medical redshirt, did make a few weekend starts his junior season. 

“On the pitching side we've got a lot more new faces,” Weath- 
ers said. 

In what would have been his senior year in high school, Thomp- 
son held the Sunday starting role throughout the season finishing 
with a 4.95 ERA. And while the young right-hander was roughed 
up a few times, the poise he showed on the mound has made him 
the top candidate for the Friday starting position, whether he’s 
ready for it or not. 

“Is he ready for that as a sophomore? Probably not,” Weathers 
said. “Unfairly for him we might put him in that role, and then the 
expectations get higher. But I think he’s the only one who can do it.” 

Senior Dustin Rasco, the right-handed reliever with the unusu- 
al deliver and the nasty breaking ball looks to be taking over the 
closer role. But waiting to prove themselves are a handful of JC 
transfers, including former American River College (Sacramento) 
teammates Mark Lincoln and Jeff Lease. 

“Tt’s going to be the first time I’ve ever had a team that I really 
don’t know about,” Weathers said. 

But year after year, no one really knows about the Dirtbags. 
LBSU is a team that continually comes out and upsets, slowly 
climbing into the rankings and into postseason contention. Over- 
looked and unranked are the positions they tend to thrive on. 

“I love being the underdog, it’s all about surprising everyone,” 
Tinoco said. “Some teams come in and say, ‘Oh, we're playing Long 
Beach State, they're not that good.’ Once we come out and domi- 
nate them they see that obviously things have changed.” 

“I know that people aren't expecting us to do much,” Sandoval 
said. “I feel like we're getting overlooked by a lot of people. But I 
feel like we have a really good team.” 

Don’t count out the Dirtbags quite yet. The perennial under- 
dogs are ready to surprise again. 
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We all Know that roses are red and 
violets are blue, so it's time to dust off 
that pick-up line and ask that special 
someone, “Will you be my Valentine?” 
Now once you get that out of the away, 
you might be showing a little anxiety 
on where to take that Valentine. If you 
are trying to think outside of the heart 
shaped box of chocolates and a dozen 
roses, here are five places you can 
show your love and affection in your 
Own unique way, perfect for every type 
of couple. And if you don't have a 
significant other to share the day with, 
grab a friend and celebrate your love of 
being single. 


FOR THE ADVENTUROUS COUPLE 
PERRIS VALLEY INDOOR SKYDIVING 
2091 Goetz Rd., Perris 


For the couple of adventurous daredevils, enjoy 
the sensation of freefall without the airplane in a 
96-foot-tall multi-million dollar indoor skydiving 
wind tunnel. At Perris Valley Indoor Skydiving, you 
and your date can experience the adrenaline rush 
of wind speeds of about 150MPH as you hover in 
midair. Just imagine tossing and turning as you 
try to fight the powerful winds in your strongest 
controlled belly position. While you both take turns 
in the wind tunnel chamber, the other can watch 
through the glass and snap Kodak moments of 
your once in a lifetime experience. 

For only $50 a person, you 
can have an hour experience 
that includes class training 

basic body flight and 
hand signals for com- 
munication, full gear 

suit up, two one- 
minute sessions in 
the flight chamber 
and a souvenir 
flight certificate. 

For $30 more you 

can record your 

entire tunnel flight 
session to take home 
and show family 
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and friends your wild Valentine's date. After two 
minutes of wind tunnel time, you can grab a bite 
to eat and a drink at the Bomb Shelter Grille & Bar 
on the Perris Valley Indoor Skydiving premises. 


FOR THE “COUPLE” OF KIDS AT HEART 
DISNEYLAND 
1313 S. Harbor Blvd., Anaheim 


Spend a magical day at the Happiest Place on 
Earth as you stroll hand-in-hand along Main Street 
enjoying the sights and sounds that surround you. 
Let your imagination run free as the inner child 
comes out in both of you as you share fun-filled 
memories together. Then sneak a kiss under the 
Magical Castle and end the night with a dazzling 
fireworks show. In a magic kingdom where life is a 
fairy tale, Disneyland will be an amazing date for 
those who are young at heart. 

It gets even better — for Southern California 
and Baja residents it’s 2 for 1 time at the Disneyland 
Resort. For the price of a Single-Day theme park ticket 
of $69 you can revisit any time in the next 30 days to 
play at the sister-theme park, Disney's California Ad- 
venture. It’s the perfect way to make the magic last 
longer than just one day with that special someone. 


FOR THE FUN-LOVING COUPLE ON A BUDGET 
SANTA MONIGA PIER 
200 Santa Monica Pier, Santa Monica 


If you want to take advantage of the Southern 
California coast, Santa Monica Pier should be 
your destination stop. There are so many things 
do with your date as you walk down the pier for 
a low price or even for free. You can get a quick 
bite to eat at any of their fine restaurants, play 
at the arcades and get a thrill from the exciting 
rides at the amusement park. For just under a 
dollar, you can take a whirl on the pier's carousel. 

In every direction surrounding the pier, you 
will have breathtaking views of the Southern 
California beach line. After you spend the day 
walking by street performers and artists who 
display their talents for the crowds, you can take 
a long walk on the beach and watch the sunset. 
The scenery is priceless for a romantic Valentine’s 
date that won't break your bank. 


FOR THE “COUPLE” OF COMEDIANS 
LAUGH FACTORY HOLLYWOOD 
8001 W. Sunset Blvd, Hollywood 


If you want a good laugh with your longtime 
love or a perfect icebreaker for a new Valentine, 
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the world famous Laugh Factory is the place to go. 
Put the romance aside and grab onto your belly 
because you'll be dying in your seat in a line-up 

of star comedians. This legendary landmark on 
Hollywood's Sunset Strip has been home to today’s 
top comedians including Jerry Seinfeld, Jim Carrey, 
Chris Rock, Robin Williams, Dave Chappelle, George 
Lopez, Dane Cook and many more. 

The Laugh Factory will be producing three 
2-hour shows for “My Funny Valentine” with A-list 
comedians. The first showcase will begin at 8 p.m., 
followed by the second showcase at 10 p.m. and the 
last at midnight. A general admission ticket is $25 
and VIP is $45, both including 
a 2-drink minimum. The 
Laugh Factory’s exclu- 
sive blend of star- 
studded talent and 
fun ambiance 
will practically 
guarantee to 
have you crying 
tears of laughter 
and give you 
something to talk 
about on the drive 
home. 


FOR THE ROMANTIC 
COUPLE 

ORANGE HILL RESTAURANT 
6410 E. Chapman Ave, Orange 


If you are trying to find that perfect place to dine 
with over the top romance, look no further than the 
Orange Hill Restaurant. Sitting high on top of the 
hills of Orange, the restaurant offers spectacular 
panoramic views from Orange County to Catalina Is- 
land. As you make your way up the winding road of 
lighted trees to your destination, you will be greeted 
by a luxurious valet and a magical front walk of 
cascading waterfalls, koi ponds and lush gardens. 

This Valentine's Day, the Orange Hill Restaurant 
presents a romantic setting of dining and dancing. 
For $150 per couple, you can be surrounded by jaw- 
dropping views, a special dinner combination of filet 
mignon and Australian lobster tournedos wrapped 
with bacon served with a cabernet demi glaze and 
a raspberry butter sauce accompanied with house 
potatoes and garden vegetables, and a night of danc- 
ing in the Evening Star Ballroom from g p.m. until 11 
p.m. You and your special someone will be twirling 
around the dance floor to your favorite Oldies, Classic 
and Contemporary love songs. 
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University Art 
Museum presents 
Paul Shambroom: 
Picturing Power @ 
UAM, Feb. 1-22,.12 to 
5 p.m. 


Valencia @ Chain 
Reaction, 7 p.m., 
$10 


22 


Ragga Muffins 
Festival - A Tribute 
To Bob Marley @ 
Long Beach Arena, 
Feb. 21-22, 1 p.m., 
$55-38 


February 


Voodoo Glow Skulls 
@ HOB Anaheim, 7 
p.m., $14 


10 


P.0.S. @ Knitting 


"Wd Factory, 9 p.m., $10 


Murder City Devils 
@ The Glass House, 
8 p.m., $20 
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We Shot the Moon 
@ The Knitting 
Factory, 7:30 p.m., 
$10 


Dear & The 
Headlights @ 
Knitting Factory, 7:30 
p.m., $10 


Men’s Basketball 
vs. UC Davis @ The 
Pyramid, 7:05 p.m. 


11 


Women’s Basketball 
vs. CSUN @ The 
Pyramid, 7 p.m. 

Styx @ HOB Sunset, 
8 p.m., $60 


The Game 
Grove of 
Anaheim, 
Feb. 18 


Associated 
Students, Inc. 
Program Council 
hosts its 3rd Annual 
Health Fair @ USU 
Southwest Terrace, 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


NOFX @ The Music 


Box at the Fonda, 
Feb. 5,6,8, 7 p.m., 
$25 


Badfish - A Tribute 
to Sublime @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7 p.m., $20 


12 


LL Cool J @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7 p.m., $50 
Cradle of Filth @ 
The Grove of 
Anaheim, 8 p.m., 


26 


Engineering, Science, 
and Technology Job 
Fair @ University Stu- 
dent Union Ballrooms, 
12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Men’s Basketball 

vs. UC Irvine @ The 
Pyramid, 7:05 p.m. 


doo Glow Skulls 


_ House of Blues, Feb. 3 


Revolution Mother 
@ The Glass House, 
7p.m., $8 


13 


Funeral for a Friend 
@ The Glass House, 
7p.m., $13 


20 


Women’s Basketball 
vs. UC Riverside @ 
The Pyramid, 7 p.m. 
Pennywise @ The 
Glass House, 7 p.m., 
$20 


27 


Ozomatli @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7 p.m., 
$25.50 


7 


Men’s Basketball 
vs. Pacific @ The 
Pyramid, 4:05 p.m. 
Ne-Yo @ Club Nokia, 
8 p.m., $76-$46 


14 


Taste of Chaos Tour 
w/ Thursday and 
Four Year Strong @ 
Hollywood Palladium, 
6p.m., $24 


21 


Men’s Basketball 
vs. ESPNU Bracket 
Buster @ The Pyra- 
mid, Time TBA 


28 


Seth MacFarlane, 
creator and ex- 
ecutive producer of 
“Family Guy” and 
“American Dad” @ 
Carpenter Performing 
Arts Center, 8 p.m. 


